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SRIMAD BHAGAVATAM 11.2.47  
 

LECTURE TRANSCRIPT 

As you are all aware we have been discussing Srimad Bhagavatam Canto 11, Chapter 2, which is entitled: Maharaj 
Nimi meets the 9 Yogendras. In all our talks, we have discussed the background of this conversation.  The nine 
Yogendras have come, Maharaj Nimi has welcomed them appropriately and enquired from them.  He’s asked them 9 
questions one after another and they have been answered by 9 yogendras one by one.  First question was about the 
ultimate benefit of all living beings and what is Bhagawat dharma? That was answered at length.  
 
The second question was about the kinds of Bhagavatas or devotees that there are. The idea being that, when we 
speak of Bhagawat dharma, then we must understand who are the practitioners of this Bhagawat dharma and what 
are their characteristics and so on.   
 
The word for the Lord in sanskrit is Bhagawat. Interestingly, in the Sanskrit dictionary, you will not find the word 
“Bhagavan” - you will only find the word “Bhagavat”. So, Bhagavat is the word connected to the Lord and anyone or 
anything connected to Bhagavat is Bhagavan . Therefore, Bhagavat dharma is that dharma which is connected to the 
supreme Lord and comes from the word Bhagavat. The dharma connected to the Lord is Bhagavat dharma; similarly 
people who are connected to the Lord are also called Bhagavatas. The book connected to the lord is also called 
Bhagavatam.  
 
There is the dharma Bhagavata, the book Bhagavata and also there is the person Bhagavata.  Maharaj Nimi is keen to 
ask about the type of the person Bhagavata and how many kinds of person Bhagavatas or devotees and what is their 
behaviour, outward symptoms, activities, what kind of religious principles they follow and so on?  
 
The first question of Maharaj nimi has been answered by the yogendra called Kavi and the second question is being 
answered by the yogendra named Havir. Last time, we spoke about the Uttam Bhagavat and the Madhyam Bhagavat. 
Havir begins by speaking about the topmost Bhagavat or devotee of the Lord called Uttam Bhagavat.   
 
Uttam Bhagavat means the best and we discussed that in fair amount of detail and then after discussing the 
symptoms of the Uttam Bhagavat, who basically see everything being connected to Krsna is very very advanced and 
therefore, everything he sees is Krsna and Krsna’s energy expanded everywhere. He has very strong love for the 
supreme Lord; which is why he is able to see the presence of  the Lord everywhere and is able to connect the Lord’s 
energies with the lord. And because of this great love for the Lord and the spiritual power, he will inspire and 
enlighten all categories of Bhagavatas, especially the lower categories of Bhagavatas dependent on the Uttam 
Bhagavat for sustenance and advancement in Krsna consciousness. 
 
Next Havir speaks about the Madhyam Bhagavat or a devotee who is in the intermediate stage, who is neither a 
beginner nor an advanced stage (they may be fairly advanced but not as much as the Uttam Bhagavat). Just to 
recapitulate, the Madhyam Bhagavat is understood in terms of his or her behaviour towards the four categories.  
 
The first category: Krsna is the supreme Lord and the Madhyam Bhagawat exhibits prema or love towards the 
supreme Lord. The second category: the Madhyam Bhagavat develops a feeling of maître or friendship towards the 
devotees of the Lord. The third category,          (those who are innocent and ignorant): the Madhyam Bhagavat is 
very merciful towards them and tries to give them Krsna consciousness. The last category is       s  means one who 
is not just ignorant but also envious. The Madhyam Bhagavat deals with such people by avoiding them. So, this is how 
a Madhyam Bhagavat deals and it is important for a Madhyam Bhagavat to make a distinction like that.  
 
Madhyam Bhagavat does not try to imitate an Uttam Bhagavat - who may either consider everyone else except him to 
be a devotee and he will be extremely humble and offering obeisances even to non-devotees (like Uddava was doing 
for Duryodhan) or the other extreme when an Uttam Bhagavat sometimes exhibits apparent hatred towards demons 



by entering into the mood of the Lords pastimes. (eg Krsna Dasa Kaviraj Goswami or Vrindavan Das Thakur speaking 
sometimes like that).  
 
Madhyam Bhagavat is one devotee who engages in preaching and because a Madhyam Bhagawat feels very 
compassionate towards non-devotees and is trying to follow the order of Guru parampara & Krsna, he tries to spread 
the message of Krsna consciousness. By giving association to the Kanishta Bhagavat the Madhyam Bhagavat helps the 
Kanishta Bhagawat comes to level of Madhyam Bhagavat.  But the Madhyam Bhagawat is also not all in all and 
depends on the Uttam Bhagavat to come to that highest platform.  
 
The Madhyam adhikari thus by continuing his or her Krsna consciousness and associating with the Uttam Bhagavat 
can eventually come to the Uttam Bhagavat Platform   Next Havir talks about the Third category: those who are the 
Kanishta Bhagavat. Those who are amongst the lowest level among devotees. The Uttama the highest, the Madhyama 
the intermediate and Kanishta the lowest. 
  
Actually all of you have heard that Rupa Goswami has described that devotee will go through on the path to Krsna 
prem. Krsna prema is the goal of our life.  And it the highest of the nine stages. When one reaches the stage of Krsna 
prem, then one has developed full blown love of God.  One has become completely purified of even the last traces of 
impurity and contamination and one is eligible to go to Goloka Vrindavan.  One doesn’t have to take birth in this 
material world. However before one reaches that ninth stage, there are three other stages that one must cross. 
 
Th  f rs  s  g   s c    d shr dh ,  h  pr   m n ry s  g . Th s shr dh , do sn’  r f r  o  h  s   nch f   h     f   h  n  h  
heart of an absolute newcomer. Even the newcomer has some very slight faith, otherwise he or she would not even 
come to the association of a devotee or to the temple or to a gathering of devotees. Because of that slight faith there 
is the next stage which is called sadhu sanga. That prospective devotee starts associating with the devotee, and 
through his association he starts practicing devotional service, that is called bhajana kriya. ..Because when the 
prospective devotee comes in to the company of devotees, he or she engaged by other devotees in the activities of 
devotional service, like hearing, chanting, reading and many many other practical services also. Then one engages in 
bhajana kriya the third stage. 
 
As one starts hearing, chanting, serving and so on, one’s heart becomes purified and that is the fourth stage which is 
called anartha nivritti. Anartha means unwanted things in the heart and nivritti means the destruction or 
removal. Gradually as one practices, one’s faith increases and shraddha keeps on increasing and sadhu sang (ie 
association of devotees) keeps on increasing. Third bhajan kriya, one's devotional service keeps on increasing.  
 
Because the Anarth Nivritti, the process of purification of heart is going on, one naturally becomes more and more 
advanced. One's heart becomes purer and purer, and one developes great attraction for Krsna, so when a fair amount 
of is our contamination being removed, not 100% but fair amount is invoked then one progresses from the stage of 
Anarth Nivritti to the fifth state which is called Nishtha. Nishtha, means one is now very very determined to continue 
practicing Krsna conciousness. Faith has become very very staunch, one cannot be shaken easily at all now. Even 
though one has not yet become a pure devotee but still faith is comparatively quite strong. As Nishtha grows, then 
there is Ruchi.  
 
Ruchi means one develops a strong taste for Krsna consciousness. One really likes the process so much, one cannot do 
without it. He likes to hear, he likes to chant about Krsna, he likes to serve Krsna, so the taste now increases more and 
more. And then one comes to the seventh stage which is called Aasakti (deep attachment to Krsna). This attachment 
is for all practical purposes, very unshakable. Mind you this devotee has still not reached the stage of perfection but is 
getting there. In the stage of Asakti, the seventh stage, the attachment to the Lord is extremely strong and up to the 
stage of Asakti, is actually called Sadhana bhakti.  
 
Sadhana bhakti is a where one is in the stage of practice, one has not reached perfection. So these are seven (of nine) 
steps which are included in the first stage of bhakti which is sadhana bhakti. We contrast this with perfected 
devotees. Even those who are in Asakti, who have very very deep and strong attachment to Krsna, in that stage they 
are also in the highest stage of practicing bhakti. And the ninth stage, which is Krsna prema is the stage of perfection. 



But still, there is an eighth stage which is called bhaav bhakti. So the bhav bhakti stage is just about in between 
sadhna bhakti, or asakti on one hand and prema bhakti on the other hand. So Bhav Bhakti is very very close to prema 
Bhakti.  
 
The bhava stage is compared to a bud and prema is compared to the blossomed flower. Very soon, the devotee in the 
stage of bhava bhakti will attain to the stage of prema in natural course and eventually when the prema bhakti comes, 
one has become a perfected devotee.  
 
These are the nine stages naturally shradha, bhajan, kriya, all these processes gradually start becoming stronger and 
stronger the ruchi, the aasakti of all these is the strongest........ So the first seven of the nine stages are, bhakti, the 
second catagory is bhava and topmost one then is prem bhakti.  
 
Generally, Kanishta is one who has a little faith and has started doing some sadhu sanga and may be doing a little 
bhajan kriya and may be there has been some Anarth Nivritti, which is very very little. so the Kanishta Bhagawat 
would be somewhat at this level.  
 
The Madhyama will begin from the sadhu sanga stage and bhajan kriya, all the way upto the end of asakti (practically 
to the end of the seventh stage that we have talked about). So you can imagine  that even a Madhyam Bhagawat can 
be a very very elevated person, can go all the way up to asakti, the seventh stage.  
 
The eighth and ninth stage, bhava, prema are the realm of Uttam Bhagawat. So, we can just imagine how elevated the 
Uttam Bhagawat is. This is the rough way we can understand these three categories. Remember that in the Nector of 
Devotion, there are descriptions of Uttam, Madhyam and Kanishta in terms of adhikaar. Sometimes Srila Prabhupada 
uses Uttam Bhagawat and Uttam adhikari synonymously, it can be used in certain context. But the context in which it 
appears here the words Uttam, Madhyam and Kanishtam has one type of meaning which I just explained here in the 
division of Bhagawatas; in accordance to the level of prema, level of love for Krsna that one has achieved.  
 
Whereas in Bhakti Rasamrata Sindhu (Nectar of Devotion), the classification in terms of the Uttam adhikari, Madhyam 
adhikari and Kanishta is done according to the level of faith in the scripture. Different angles of looking at the devotee, 
so therefore the two are not necessarily, do not correspond with each other. Uttama in that context means a little bit 
different from Uttam in this context of Srimad Bhagawatam 11th canto. We must keep this in mind and now Havir is 
going to talk about the Kanishta Bhagawat, that is the lowest in the three categories. A devotee who has some 
association and some faith because he worships the deity and so on. 
 
We are not talking here about regular devotees who may be worshipping the deity, but we are talking about those 
who may not have very staunch faith.  So let us see what Havir is telling about these devotees in SB.11.2.47: 
 

 rc y m     h r y  
p     y    r ddh y h    
n    d- h       c ny    
s   h      pr       sm     

  d  o     ho f   hf   y  ng g s  n  h   orsh p of  h      y  n  h    mp   
    do s no    h    prop r y  o  rd o h r d  o   s or p op    n g n r    s 
c    d   pr     -bhakta, a materialistic devotee, and is considered to be in the 
lowest position 

 
The first characteristic of a Kanishta Bhagavat is that he is engaged in the worship of the deity & does so with some 
degree of faith.  Shradhhaya means faith, eyate means engages in puja.  Archayam means the deity, Hare means unto 
Hari or Krsna, puja means worship, so the first quality of a Kanishta Bhagavat is that he engages in the worship of the 
deity in the temple.  
 
However, n    d- h       c ny     he doesnt know how to behave with the devotees as well as others (ie non 
devotees).  Even though he is worshipping the deity with some faith, but he do sn’  know what proper behaviour is?  
 
Such devotee is called Prakrita Bhakta; a Kanishta bhakta is also called a Prakrita Bhakta because he is a materialistic 
devotee, his consciousness is not very pure, he does not have very clear conception of Krsna and Krsna consciousness 
and naturally he does not have a clear conception of devotees of the Lord.   



 
Various acharyas like Madhavacharya, Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur and others have elaborated on these 
qualifications at some length, I will try to summarise these comments which describe the characteristics of the 
Kanishta Bhagavat.   
 
First and foremost the Kanishta adhikari or Kanishta Bhagavat conception of the Lord is limited to deity within the 
temple and he doesn’t think or imagine the supreme Lord who is all pervading that he exists everywhere, in 
   ry ody’s heart, in every atom, but his idea is that the Lord is here in the temple and therefore he becomes a little 
proud of the way that he worships the deity and because of such a conception his second characteristic is that the 
Kanishta Bhagavat thinks himself to be very very religious and pious and doesn’t think that there could be others 
more advanced than him in the religious platform.  
 
The Kanishta Bhagavat cannot understand the greatness of other devotees. He cannot understand the Madhayama 
stage even, what to speak of the Uttama stage of devotional service. Therefore, there is a degree of pride in the heart 
of such a Kanishta Bhagavat and because of that he sometimes neglects some devotees and may even criticize 
them.  He has no understanding of their exalted position.  
 
Another characteric Kanishta adhikari is that because he is materialistic basically Prakrita bhakta, Prakrita comes from 
the work prakriti material nature and means materialistic. Because he is materialistic, he is quite attracted of material 
qualifications of people for example if someone is very wealthy he becomes very fascinated by that or someone has 
very great material qualification, he thinks that something very substantial that something very very noteworthy. 
Because of such a conception, when a Madhyam Bhagavat criticizes materialistic activities, the Kanishta Bhagavat will 
become a little bit upset and say, whats wrong if they do this materialistic activity? He doesnt think there is anything 
wrong with that.   
 
The Kanishta Bhagavat do sn’  see devotional service as the all in all in life. The Kanishta Bhagavat thinks we must 
serve the lord but there is also wealth and we must enjoy every bit of life. This we see  in many many places, where 
they are not trained under a bona fide spiritual master in the conclusions of devotional service. For example, where 
people who don’     ong  o   prop r s mpr d y , proper disciplic succession so you may have these brahman priests 
who are accommodated within the temple complex. I am not talking of ISKCON temples but many other places.  
 
For example, when I was in UK I went to a particular place where devotees had arranged a temple program outside 
the ISKCON temple and the authorities had kindly allowed the devotees to use it for our satsang program. We went 
there and there was a priest and he was also doing his service there and they had provided him quarters and there 
was a car parked there. We went there and saw that television was playing in his room. Even though he wasn’t in 
his room, the usual television programs was going on and it was a part of his normal routine; it was anything that the 
priest considered as improper. In other words, it is like that that a Kanishta Bhagawat will be doing some service to 
the deity but there is nothing wrong in watching television, movies - he thinks like that because of lack of clarity or 
understanding of Krsna consciousness. He thinks it is alright to do some materialistic activities or sense gratification, 
He may think it is all part of the process, what is wrong with that?  
 
If a regular devotee like an ISKCON devotee does, lets say some sense gratification which is not prohibited, at least the 
devotee understands I am not supposed to be doing this but somehow due to some weakness and past habits, I have 
got into it. But the Kanishta Bhagawat thinks it is alright, there is nothing wrong with it - its just part of life or that is 
his world view or conception of Krsna consciousness.   
 
Another characteristic of the Kanishta Bhagavat is that not only does he fail to offer respect to devotees but he also 
fails to offer respect to other living entities. He may offer respect to those who have materialistic qualification, he is 
impressed by that and lets say if its a wealthy person, he would offer respect to him but someone who is not wealthy, 
he may not offer respect to him.   
 



Another point would be the fifth point is that the Kanishta adhikari’s faith is not based on very strong platform of the 
Vedic literature or philosophy and because his faith is not based on strong understanding of shastra of scripture; 
therefore, his understanding of the Lord is also incomplete.  
 
He can understand deity to some degree but cannot understand how the Lord is everywhere and all-pervading and so 
on. Neither can he understand the position of a devotee.  A Kanishta Bhagawat therefore thinks that everything is 
alright, whatever he is doing is just fine and because of the quality of some pride, that is there as I was mentioning 
earlier, he doesn’t offer respects to devotees or non-devotees.   
 
Generally speaking a devotee offers respect to everyone. We learn from Chaitanya Mahaprabhu’s teachings, you 
know trinad api suni cena verse, then there is amanina mana dena that a devotee doesn’t want respect for himself or 
herself but is ever willing to offer respect to others but this is not there in such a Kanishta Bhagawat - so we can see 
that his devotional mentality is in a very rudimental beginning stage. 
 
Another characteristic of the Kanishta Bhagavat arises because of his improper or incomplete understanding of Krsna 
consciousness is because he thinks that the Lord is in the deity he does not give any importance to the things 
connected to the deity. Like the Lord’s paraphernalia, the Lord’s devotees and so on. Everything connected to the 
Lord, the paraphernalia of the lord for example is very very important, it is called tadiya seva, or the seva of all things 
that are connected to the lord. For example, the Ganga, the Yamuna, the Cow, the Tulsi, the vaishnavas all these are 
called tadiya because they are connected to the Lord. Even though they are not the lord, but because of their very 
intimate connection with the Lord, they are worshipable for us as devotees.   
 
Similarly the clothes of the Lord, his paraphernalia, his devotees all are worshipable for us but the Kanishta Bhagavat 
because of his insufficient vision cannot understand this. So, there is some inception or pollution of karma or mayavad 
in his mind. Srila Prabhupada used to say sometimes that Krsna is never alone.  Krsna is always with his devotees and 
when we want to see Krsna alone without his devotees, without his abode, without his paraphernalia, without his 
names and qualities and fame and so on; that is a mayavadi conception. We have never seen a picture of Krsna alone, 
he is always there with Radharani or the cows or cowherd boys or Nand Maharaj  or Mother Yashoda and so 
on. These are some of the characteristics of the Kanishta Bhagavat.  
 
How does a Kanishta Bhagavat make advancement? That is the question how would he move on to the Madhyam 
Bhagavat stage.  The first and most is if he associates with the Madhyam Bhagavat at least or somehow or the other, 
he is favourably disposed to the Uttam Bhagavat then he may might gradual progress.  
 
That may or may not happen but generally both Madhavacharya and Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur explain that if 
the Kanishta Bhagavat continues to follow the rules and regulations of deity worship because that is his primary 
engagement in Krsna consciousness, then he will gradually come to a higher standard of Madhyama and eventually, if 
he continues, to the stage of Uttama.   
 
It is important that the devotee must avoid committing offenses. Offences must be avoid to devotees and to living 
entities in general and one must also avoid offences to the demigods because they are, after all, devotees of the Lord 
and they are placed in a very exalted position even though they are positioned in management and administration of 
the universe but still they are placed there by the personal arrangement of the Lord. Therefore they deserve our 
respect.  
 
Even though the demigod may sometimes display certain weaknesses in their character, and we see instances where 
they may make blunder like Indra did, even Bramha even committed some mistakes. But still, we must never 
disrespect them because they are placed in those positions by the Lord and disrespect to demigods means disrespect 
to Krsna and they are also devotees of the lord, so they deserve our respect. On the other hand, the devotees of the 
lord will also not consider the demigods to be supreme, so both these things have to be kept in mind.  
 
Coming back to the remedy, the method of progress for the Kanishta Bhagavat from the Kanishta stage to the 
Madhyama stage is to continue to follow the rules and regulations of worshipping the deity. It is very interesting here 



because here lies an interesting explanation of deity worship. Deity worship is a big subject and so on we all know that 
the deity is non-different from Krsna.  
 
We all have heard the story of Sakshi Gopal.  We know that the deity of Krsna is directly Krsna. Its not just a 
statue. There is no difference in the deity and Krsna and this is perceived by a devotee who has very staunch love and 
faith.  
 
In the story of Sakshi Gopal, we see how the deity not only just spoke to the young Brahmin but also walked behind 
him for a long distance all the way from Vrindavan to South India which is many, many thousands of kilometers. So 
the deity is indeed an authorized form of the Lord.  
 
The Lord very kindly accepts the form of the deity or manifests Himself in the form of the deity to accept our service 
and to give us His darshan otherwise we would have no way of knowing how the Lord looks. We will just be able to 
hear the descriptions but we will not be able to see with our eyes. So the picture of the Lord or painting of the Lord is 
also a deity.  
 
Deities can be made of different substances. The Srimad Bhagavatam states that you can have 8 types deities made 
of: stone, wood, clay, metal, jewels, paint, sand and finally the mind.  
 
Of these 8 types of deities, one type of deities is made of paint. There is a painting of Krsna, for example in ISKCON we 
have so many different paintings of Krsna made by the devotees (under Srila Prabhupada’s direction) are so 
wonderful.  Prabhupada personally supervised the paintings to explain how Krsna’s body should look like, what should 
be the proportions of the different limbs of the body so on.  
 
Initially when the devotee was painting Krsna lifting Govardhan, she made Krsna very muscular because she thought 
he is lifting Govardhan so he should be very muscular, very very strong , very well built because when we see weight 
lifters and other people very muscular. She was a new devotee and the movement was just starting – so she made 
Krsna very stout and strong and Prabhupada very smilingly corrected her saying that Krsna  looks like a tender boy of 
14 or 15, he is not very muscular but he has unlimited strength.  He asked her to make the arms tender just like that 
of a tender boy. In this way, we can see the picture of Krsna which is also a deity.   
 
You can even imagine in the mind the form of the Lord but of course, not imagining the form, but just recollecting 
what we have seen is not so easy possible only for advanced devotee. But for normal devotees like us, we need a 
physical form of the deity of stone or wood or metal visible so that we can see the deity, relish the beauty of the Lord 
when we offer different types of worship and service and that increases our attachment and our love for the Lord.   
 
So, worship of the deity is very important. Srila Prabhupada gives so much importance to establishing deities and we 
see that when we go around to non-ISKCON temples, where there are caste brahmanas doing the worship, we see 
there is such a stark difference. W    s  don’  s    h   ch rm  n  h  d     s   c  s   n ISKCON temples, the way the 
deities are decorated, the way the altar is set up - there is so much devotion,  so much care and attention given to 
everything and those who are not quite acquainted with the devotional path may not really understand why such a 
big emphasis, why such great emphasis on detail of decorating, not just the deity but also the altar. We see a very 
stark difference in the worship of deities and it helps us to progress in our Krsna consciousness.  
 
It is interesting that the Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswarti Thakur says that Krsna is so kind that he condenses all of his 
various forms into the deity so that by worshipping the deity, the Kanishta Bhagawat worships all the different forms 
of the Lord.  Very very interesting. We also see that Krsna in Vrindavan is also the source of all other forms of the 
Lord, from him come all the four handed forms who are in Vaikuntha and from him eventually come Ram, Narasimha 
all the incarnations of the Lord including the 3 types of Vishnus: Maha-Vishnu, Garbhodakasayi-Vishnu and 
Ksirodaksayi-Vishnu. 
 
All these different forms of the Lord, they come from Krsna of Vrindavan who is the original adi purush, So he is not 
the just the source of material world and spiritual world, but he is also the source of all other forms of the Godhead.  



 
In Vrindavan, for example, Krsna’s only business as the original Supreme Lord is to enjoy pastimes of love with his 
devotees. He grazes the cows, plays his flute, dances with the gopis, steals butter, gives pleasure to his parents and so 
on.  When it comes to killing the demons, then that act Srila Prabhupada explains, is performed by the Vishnu part of 
Krsna.   
 
It is all the different forms of Krsna they reside in the body of Krsna of Vrindavan. Similarly, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta 
Saraswati Thakur says the Lord condenses all the other various forms of the Lord into the deity so when the Kanishta 
Bhagawat worships the deity, he actually worships all the forms of the Lord that way and makes advancement.  
 
Another important classification is given by Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur is that the Lord can present 
himself before the worshiper in this world in 5 different manifestations:  
1. Para: which is the original form of the lord, like in Vrindavan.  He descended in his original form in Vrindavan and 

everybody could see him so that is called Para.  
2. Vyuha (or the quadruple forms): the Sankarshan,Vasudev Aniruddha & Pradyumna - the four handed forms of the 

Lord  
3. Vaibhava: forms in which the Lord appears in this world to perform pastimes and the various incarnations of the 

Lord  
4. Antaryami (or Parmatma): the Lord appears as the Supersoul in the heart of every living entity  
5. Archa vigraha: the deity and Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Saraswati Thakur explains that how there is this hierarchy of 

expansion of the supreme Lord in this world and that is also realised when one starts serving the deity or the holy 
name or serves Krsna in any way; progressively that is revealed  

 
These five manifestations all merge in the deity, so to speak, because within the archa vigraha or the deity is the 
Supersoul and the Supersoul is included within the Lord’s pastime forms or the Lord’s vaibhava. The Lord’s vaibhava 
pastime forms come from the quadruple forms Vasudev sankarshan etc who in turn comes from Krsna who lives in 
Vrindavan.  
 
In this way, all the forms of the Lord reside in the deity and by worshiping the deity according to the proper rules and 
regulations, even a Kanishta Bhagavat ( f on  do sn’  off nd d  o   s) will be able to make progress simply by the 
strength of that worship. Gradually, the person has to come to the association of the devotees if he want to make 
further advancement.  
 
After worshiping the deity like this, Srila Bhakti Siddhanta said maybe after hundreds of lifetimes, one may be 
fortunate to come in the association of genuine devotees and then, one would understand the true philosophy of 
Krsna consciousness. One would make friendship with the devotees and in this way, one would move to the stage of a 
Madhyam Bhagavat. So, this is how we can understand the stage of a Kanishta acharya through the eyes of the 
acharya. 
 
As far as Havir is concerned, he has given two characteristics of the Kanishta Bhagavat, one that he worships the deity 
in the temple faithfully and the second is he does not behave properly towards the devotees and others and such a 
devotee is a materialistic devotee.  
 
In three verses 45, 46 and 47, Havir has answered the question of what are the different types of devotees? What are 
their specific duties and their nature of service to the Lord? However, in the remaining 8 verses of this chapter, he 
continues a discussion of the most important of these 3 categories of the Uttam Bhagawat, the Madhyam Bhagawat 
and the Kanishta Bhagawat - which is the most important devotee?  
 
I am sure you will all agree it is the Uttam Bhagavat, the pure devotee of the Lord is the most important of all the 
three categories because it is only by the Uttam Bhagavat’s association that the other 2 categories can get elevated. 
The remaining 8 verses of this chapter are dedicated to explaining more about what an Uttam Bhagawat is and what 
his vision is.  So we will describe that briefly in the next lecture and then in the next lecture, we will go on to the 



3
rd

 question of King Nimi. The topic today was basically the Kanishta Bhagawat seen in the light of the Madhyam 
Bhagawat and also the Uttam Bhagawat.  
 
  



Question & Answer 

Q: If you could please revisit the explanation you gave regarding the Uttam Bhagawat explained here and the Uttam 
Bhagavat in the Bhakti Rasamrita Sindhu 
 
A: The word Uttam Madhyam and Kanishta are used in different context in different places. Because the words are 
the same Uttam Madhyam and Kanishta, we equate the two and think that the two categorisations are the same.  
 
Sometimes, Srila Prabhupada did use the terms Bhagawat and adhikari synonymously. If you understand adhikari to 
be a devotee, in that sense that is also alright but we need to see that the categorization that is done here by Havir is 
based on the level of love. This is how Chaitanya Mahaprabhu explains to Sanatan Goswami in the Chaitanya 
Bhagawat. He is Prema Anusari that is according to the prema that one has achieved, one can be understood to be a 
Uttam Bhagawat, Madhyam Bhagawat or a Kanishta Bhagawat.  
 
In the Nectar of Devotion, Rupa Goswami speaks about Prema Bhakti, Sadhana Bhakti & Bhava Bhakti. So, when he is 
talking about Sadhana Bhakti and specially, Vaidhi Bhakti, then he speaks specially about the 3 adhikaris: Uttam 
adhikari, Madhyam adhikari and Kanishta adhikari.  That classification is on the basis of faith in the scripture. The 
Kanishta, it is called shraddha anusari and this is prema anusari. So, Kanishta adhikari has very very little faith in the 
scripture. The Madhayam adhikari’s faith is stronger and the Uttam adhikaris faith is extremely staunch in the 
scripture but it is to be understood from that description that even the Uttam adhikari is not a perfected devotee 
in the sense that he may not be in the level of bhava and prema that is why I explained all the nine stages of Bhakti up 
to bhava and prema. Whereas here, the Uttam Bhagawat is necessarily in the stage of bhava and prema.  
 
Q: How to avoid being judgemental as opposed being objective and do what is appropriate?  
 
A: We should not be judgemental in the sense of trying to fine tune a person’s particular development of Bhakti into a 
fine slot. But we are making a general categorisation, that here is a Kanishta Bhagawat, here is a Madhyam Bhagawat, 
very broad general classification because we should know how to deal with each of them.  W  don’  d       h 
everybody equally and that is even found in the material world. There has to be distinction  
 
Lets say, how someone would deal with his parents would be different from how he deals with his friends. In a place 
of work, how you would deal with someone who is a boss (far superior in the organization) will be different from how 
you behave with subordinates. So, the principle of dealing differently with different people is valid everywhere but 
that said    do s no  m  n  h   yo  don’  r sp c   nyon , because they belong to a certain category.   
 
You respect everyone, for example in the work you would respect even a subordinate but you will deal in a certain 
way, you still have to give the person instructions to do certain things in a certain way - so the fundamental point is 
respect but still the behaviour towards them is different because we make that distinction. Similarly we understand in 
general, we make friendship with devotees - thats the categorisation we have to make.  
 
The Madyam Bhagawat, as I had mentioned sees four categories: one is Krsna, second is devotee, third is the people 
who are ignorant and innocent and fourth who are ignorant and envious.  If we have this classification that is a good 
beginning. We have at least understood who are the devotees with whom we have to make friendship.   
 
Devotees upon whom we can be a little kind, we should try to give Krsna consciousness and those who are non-
devotees, we should try to avoid. This discrimination is important and then when we come to the devotees with 
whom we must have friendships, Rupa Goswami in the Nectar of Instruction has spoken about how we must 
discrimination even there.   
 
Whether someone is at the Uttama stage or the Madhyama stage or Kanishta stage, we must respect everyone but 
the degree of respect may vary. For example in the Nectar of Instruction, Rupa Goswami says that if anybody is 
chanting the name of Krsna, then we should offer obeisances in the mind but if somebody has become very staunch 
initiated and so on, then we should offer obeisances. Then someone who is very advanced and free from 



the propensity of criticising anyone, then we should serve that person with our whole heart.  It means even 
though respect is the underlining principle but still the degree of respect varies. Some degree of discrimination is 
necessary there. So we are not exactly being judgmental, because judgmental actually means that we think we are 
better.  That is not there in a genuine devotees mind. 
  
Q: How should we behave with someone in a higher position, who is an advanced devotee. But he may not be dealing 
with us properly then how do we deal with such a situation? 
 
A: First of all, it depends on the circumstances. If it is something very minor, then we should just ignore it and just 
move on. After all, there are so many more important things for us in life – a little bit here and there is not important 
so we just move on.  W  don’            ry s r o s y       . S cond y, if it is something little more, still we should 
understand that this is Krsna acting through this devotee and maybe, I have something to learn from this and we try 
to see if we can learn something from this; at the same time, if there is genuinely some major disturbance that 
happens to us because of something like that, then we can always consult with some senior devotee who can 
understand the situation and provide guidance in that situation.  
 
The response would depend on the circumstances but generally we should still be very respectful and maybe there 
are some reasons for the person acting in a certain way,    don’   no . There may be so many factors that we need 
to consider but that would be a very general answer. Either way, whatever may be the case, our faith in Krsna 
consciousness should not be affected.  We should continue on with enthusiasm, with faith, devotion and respect. 
  
Q: Where does Ragatmika Bhakti begin? 
 
A: Ragatmika Bhakti is the bhakti that is done by the Vrajvasis who are with Krsna. Mother Yashodha, Nanda Maharaj 
the elder Gopasand gopis, the younger gopas and gopis - that is Ragatmika Bhakti. And bhakti that is done by in the 
footsteps of Ragatmika Bhakti is called Raganuga Bhakti 
  
Q: Does these three categories of devotee relate to the three modes? 
 
A: These three categories do not connect to the three modes. But the higher one is on these scales, the lesser the 
influence of the three modes. In the Kanishta stage, there is a very strong influence of modes of nature. The Prakrita 
Bhakta (the materialistic devotee) is definitely under the influence of the modes. But as one progresses in Krsna 
consciousness, the effect of the modes reduces.  And when one comes to an exalted platform, the influence of these 
modes practically disappears.  
 
Q: Srila Prabhupada is a Uttam Bhagawat - did he came to the level of Madhyam Bhagawat to preach? 
 
A:  Thats right , Srila Prabhpad was no doubt a Uttam Bhagawat, but when they say he came down to the level of 
Madhyam Bhagawat, it does not mean that he dropped down. What we mean to say is that for the sake of preaching, 
he had to act like a Madhyam Bhagawat. He had to do things like making a distinction. Making a distinction in 
devotees, non-devotees, between the envious and non-envious. For the sake of preaching, such things are essential 
and we have to distinquish between that. 
  
Q: If we don’t offend a devotee, we can progress faster but if we chant with offences, then there is no chance of 
progress. Where to find inspiration? 
 
A: It is true that among all the types of offenses, vaishnava aparadh is the most dangerous because that obstructs the 
growth of creeper of devotional service in our heart.  We have to be cautious of that, while we sincerely practice 
Krsna consciousness, we have to be careful to avoid this and then, we will see tangible progress in our spiritual life.  
 
So that is just an important precaution that we have to take as we move along.  We have to be conscious of the fact 
that we are dealing with devotees. And sometimes even within families, because familiarity breeds contempt that can 
happen within the family, it can happen within the association of devotees. So when we are too familiar with 



someone, then we tend to be too casual in our behaviour or you may see some faults. We have to be cautious and if 
we are cautious then we will be protected. 
 
Hare Krsna! 
 


