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SB11.3.44 
 
SUMMARY 

 In answering King Nimi’s 1
st

 question, Sage Kavi provides the general characteristics of a devotee and 

devotional service 

 In the 2
nd

 question, King Nimi inquires further as to the particular symptoms of the body, mind and speech 

of the different categories of devotees (SB 11.2.44) 

 2 types of Bhagavatas: book Bhagavat (Srimad Bhagavatam) and person “Bhagavata” (devotee who lives 

his life according to teachings of Srimad Bhagavatam)     

 Can only understand the book Bhagavat only through the person Bhagavat 

 3 types of Bhagavata: whilst treating all with respect, we can respond differently to each: 

 Kanishtha (neophyte)  one should manasādriyeta (mentally honour that person) 

 Madhayama (medium) ie taken disksha or Brahmanical initiation  associate with that devotee & 

respect by offering obeisances  

 Uttama (best): ie one who is very advanced in undeviated devotional service and who’s heart is 

completely freed of propensity to criticize and envy other people  hear & serve such a devotee 

faithfully 

 NB: Respect even non-devotees by offering them normal courteous behavior 

 King Nimi inquires about the above 3 types of devotees in terms of their: dharma (religious principle), 

Svabhava (natural proclivities), Acara (behaviours & speech) and Lakshana (outward symptoms)  

 Uttam Bhagavat: sees Krsna in all beings (ie not make a distinction between different types of people) & 

see everything situated within the Lord (eg Prahlad) 

 Does not have any desire separate from the Lord & only acts for the pleasure of the Lord 

 Seeing Krsna everywhere does not mean literally – but the uttam bhagavat sees the connection of 

everything to Krsna; his love & purity creates a strong overwhelming desire & makes him capable of 

actually seeing Krishna face-to-face 

 Sometimes, for the sake of preaching, an uttam bhagavat may distinguish externally but internally, 

sees the Lord in everybody’s hearts    

 Madhayam Bhagavat: makes a distinction amongst beings based on 4 categories: 

 Īsvare (Lord): prema (love & devotion) 

 Tad-adh ne u (devotees): maitr  (friendship) 

  āli e u (ignorant of Krsna but innocent):kripa (mercy / compassion)  

  vi atsu (not envious of Krsna & devotees): upek āḥ (indifference / avoids them) 

    

LECTURE TRANSCRIPT 

 
Over the last, I think, six or seven sessions, we have been talking about the conversation between Maharaj Nimi 
and the Nine Yogendras. It is also called the Nimi Jayanteya Samvad or The Jayanteya Gita and this comes in the 
11th Canto, Chapter 2, 3, 4 and 5.  
 
We began the discussion by giving the background of this dialogue and then we see that there are nine questions 
asked by King Nimi to the Nine Yogendras. The first question which was asked in SB11.2.30-31 was: What is the 
highest good for all the living beings, in other words, what is this Bhagavat Dharma by which we can attain this 
highest good? 
 



The first of the Nine Yogendras, Kavi, begins explaining that Bhagavat Dharma is essentially that process that has 
been devised by the Supreme Lord for the sake of delivering all the living entities of this world. It is a process by 
which one can realise the Supr 
 
eme Lord himself and it is very easy and sublime process. In fact so easy that even if one is not very scholarly, one 
doesn't know too many scriptures, still one can attain the perfection of life.  
 
Kavi goes on to say that one must offer whatever one does with body, mind, words, senses, intelligence etc to the 
supreme Lord with devotion. In such a situation when one is absorbed in serving the Lord, one will become free 
from fear.  
 
Fear arises because one is forgetful of Krishna and when one involves oneself in service to Krishna, then there is no 
fear. Therefore, the way to get rid of maya is to become a pure devotee. And how does one attain pure devotion? 
First of all, one may understand that nothing in this world is separate from Krishna. When we start thinking of 
things separate from Krishna, then we fall under illusion and fear. But when we start seeing the connection of 
everything in this world to Krishna, see it as Krishna's property, as His energy, then, we start becoming Krishna 
Conscious.  
 
 
Secondly, we have to constantly, or as much as possible, hear and chant the glories of the Lord in the association 
of the devotees. When one does that more and more, then the blissful effect of chanting the Lord’s names and the 
pastimes starts manifesting in the heart, one starts feeling great ecstasy and then one views everything from the 
point of view of love of god. Ones vision gets changed and then one sees everything with a certain colour, the 
colour of Krishna Prema.  
 
Kavi also mentions that progress on this path takes place step by step and he compares it to the process of eating. 
With every morsel that we eat, one feels increasing satisfaction, nourishment and an alleviation of the hunger. In 
the same way, when we surrender to Krishna, and steadily continue to render devotional service to Him, then 3 
things also increase simultaneously at a steady pace: the first is steadfast attachment for Krishna, the second is the 
actual realisation of the true nature of Krishna, the Jiva, Maya and their interrelationships and so on, and thirdly 
we also develop detachment from the material world.  
 
One of course distinguishes between detachment and renunciation. Although in one sense they mean the same 
thing. But one could draw a distinction. The renunciation could indicate that we actually physically give up objects 
of this world. But in detachment, we may use the things of this world but for the service of Krishna and not for our 
own sense enjoyment. So we detach from the things of the world even though we use them. So this is a fine 
distinction.  
 
Finally, in SB11.2.43 which is the last verse giving the answer to the first question - Kavi concludes that the devotee 
who worships the lotus feet of the Supreme Lord constantly, does achieve unflinching devotion, detachment and 
experience knowledge of the personality of Godhead. In this way the successful devotee of the Lord achieves 
supreme spiritual peace or the supreme good that King Nimi had originally asked about. So, now we have thus 
concluded the first question and Kavi's answer to that question.  
 
In the SB11.2.44, King Nimi starts asks the second question: 
 

 r -rājovāca 
atha bhāgavata  br ta 

yad-dharmo yād  o n  ām 
yathācarati yad br te 

yair liogair bhagavat-priyaḥ 

Mahārāja Nimi said: Now please tell me in greater detail about the devotees of 
the Supreme Lord. What are the natural symptoms by which I can distinguish 
between the most advanced devotees, those on the middle level and those who 
are neophytes? What are the typical religious activities of a  ai  ava  and how 
does he spea    pecifically  please describe those symptoms and characteristics 
by which  ai  avas become dear to the  upreme  ersonality of  odhead  

  



 
Now this is a significant question. It continues from where the first answer ends because the sage Kavi has already 
informed king Nimi about the general characteristics of a devotee and about what devotional service is. And now 
King Nimi wants to know further. He wants to know more about the different categories of a devotee. He wants to 
know the particular symptoms of the body, mind and speech by which the different categories of the devotees can 
be identified.  
 
Clearly, in any situation there will always be categories. Let's say we talk about students is a school. There are 
some, who are in the first year and some in the fifth and some in the 10th. Or in a university, some in the 1st, some 
in the 2nd some in the finals and so on. Or even let's say those who are experts in music or students of music, 
there are some who are beginners, some who are moderately expert and those who are very very expert.  
 
In any field of endeavour, there will always be different classes of people depending upon their level of expertise 
or advancement in that particular field. So, naturally in the field of devotional service or Bhagavat dharma, it is 
reasonable to think that there will be such categories. It is not that because one becomes a devotee, automatically 
all the devotees will be on the same platform. It will not be like that. Now what King Nimi wants to know is what 
are those symptoms and characteristics by which one can distinguish the different levels at which the different 
devotees are situated in their spiritual understanding and advancement. Some will be very new devotees, some 
will be in the medium category and some will be very advanced. 
 
Therefore Krishna says atha bhāgavataṁ br ta: please tell me more in detail about these Bhagavatas. There are 
two types of Bhagavatas, one Bhagavat is the book Bhagavat which we call the Srimad Bhagavatam with which we 
all are familiar and then there is the person Bhagavat who is the devotee who lives his life according to the 
teachings of the Srimad Bhagavatam. So he is, so to speak a walking talking living Bhagavatam, Srila Prabhupada 
calls that person: Bhagavat.  
 
You can understand the book Bhagavat only through the person Bhagavat. So the devotee is also called a 
bhagavata. So there are three tyres of Bhagavatas or devotees. The first category, the highest category - they are 
called the uttama Bhagavatas. Uttama means the best. Then there are the second category are those Madhayama 
Bhagavata. Madhayama means medium. And then there is the Kanishtha Bhagavata, the third category those who 
are neophyte or new devotees.  
 
Now a sage called Havi, who is second of the nine Yogendras, is going to speak about these different types of 
devotees. Of course, even Rupa Goswami in the Nectar of Instruction is speaking about the different kinds of 
devotees. And even in our day to day experience, the devotees we understand that there is such a classification. 
Although we respect all the devotees, and we love all the devotees, but nevertheless we do make a distinction. In 
the Nectar of Instruction, the Upadeshamrta, Rupa Goswami says:  
 
K   eti yasya giri taṁ manasādriyeta 
 
That for a person who is chanting the names of Krishna one should manasādriyeta  one should honour that person 
in one’s mind. Even if somebody is chanting Krishna's names, maybe not very well or maybe not chanting very 
purely, doesn't matter. But anybody who chants Krishna's names, we should mentally honour that devotee. 
Respect that person. The next he says:  
 
d   āsti cet pra atibhi  ca bhajantam   am 
 
Then for a person who has undergone the process of diksha or spiritual initiation, that is the second initiation the 
brahmanical initiation as we call it in ISKCON, and is engaged in worshipping the diety, one should associate with 
that devotee and respect that person offering obeisances. Pranatibhi' pranati implies that we should offer respect 
by bowing down to that devotee. So this is another, the medium category of devotee. And then Rupa Goswami 
says 
 



 u r  ayā bhajana-vijñam ananyam anya- 
nindādi-  nya-h dam  psita-saṅga-labdhyā 
 
Then there is a certain category of devotee who is completely freed from the propensity to criticize others. Ninda 
Adi sunya hrdam. Whose heart is completely freed of the propensity to criticize and envy other people. And who is 
actually very advanced in undeviated devotional service of the Lord. Bhajana vijnam: means one who is very expert 
or experienced in bhajan.  
 
In service to The Lord. So such a person and who is undeviated, ananyam. Ananyam means without deviation. So 
one should hear from such a devotee faithfully. One should serve that devotee faithfully. These are the three 
categories of devotees that Rupa Goswami mentions in the Nectar of Instructions.  
 
It is clear that in all the scriptures and in the teachings of the acharyas there are two things mentioned. One that 
we should respect everyone even if a person is not a devotee but we should respect them in different ways. Non 
devotees should be respected by us not by offering obeisances and all that, but by offering them normal courteous 
behaviour. And amongst the devotees, who we deal with them as we just described in Rupa Goswamis teachings. 
So Caitanya Mahaprabhu has also spoken a lot about this is the Chaitanya Charitamrita. And here we find Havi, the 
second of the nine Yogendras is going to speak about this.  
 
Specifically, Nimi's want to know the different types of devotees in accordance with: 
1. Dharma: religious principle of that devotee;  
2. Svabhava: natural proclivities of that devotee;  
3. Acara: behaviours and the speech of that devotee; and  
4. Lakshana: outward symptoms of that devotee.  
 
According to this criteria, then one can distinguish the different categories of devotee. So from SB11.2.45, Havi 
begins to describe the characteristics of the Uttama Bhagavata, the most advanced devotee:  
 

 r -havir uvāca 
sarva-bh te u yaḥ pa yed 
bhagavad-bhāvam ātmanaḥ 
bh tāni bhagavaty ātmany 
e a bhāgavatottamaḥ 

Śr  Havir said: The most advanced devotee sees within everything the soul of all 
souls, the Supreme Personality of  odhead  Śr  K   a   onse uently he sees 
everything in relation to the Supreme Lord and understands that everything that 
exists is eternally situated within the Lord 

 
So here we find the last line the verse says, e a bhāgavatottamaḥ - the uttama Bhagavat is that devotee who is 
most advanced in devotional service. So what are his traits or characteristics? First, sarva-bh te u yaḥ pa yed - He, 
this advanced devotee sees Krishna the Supreme Personality of Godhead within all beings. He understands that 
Krishna is the super soul in every body’s heart he is in every atom, so the pure devotee understands and has this 
vision. 
 
The second thing bhagavad-bhāvam ātmanaḥ - and he also sees everything - bhagavad-bhāvam ātmanaḥ he also 
sees that everything is situated within The Lord. Not only that the Lord is within everything, but everything is also 
within The Lord. And so he sees everything in relationship to Krishna. So this is the vision of the Uttama Bhagavat. 
One who sees Krishna within everything and one who sees everything within Krishna - ie, he sees everything 
connected to Krishna. Now this is a matter of vision.  
 
The advancement in Krishna Consciousness can be determined according to many criteria. Like how much love one 
has developed for Krishna and that is spoken about in this world. Or how much faith one has developed in Krishna. 
And of course faith and love go hand in hand.  
 
Depending upon how much love one has developed for Krishna, ones vision of the world will change. A person who 
has absolutely no love for Krishna will have one kind of vision of the world. He or she will see the world probably a 
place of enjoyment and so on. However when one becomes a new devotee, one may see the world differently. 



One may start seeing the connection to Krishna. And then, as one advances and eventually reaches the platform of 
the most advanced stage of devotional service, then ones vision would be quite different. So in the most advanced 
stage, one is in a situation where one sees in connection to Krishna. The famous verse of the Bhagavad Gita 
BG6.30:   
 

yo mā  pa yati sarvatra 
sarva  ca mayi pa yati 

tasyāha  na pra a yāmi 
sa ca me na pra a yati 

For one who sees Me everywhere and sees everything in Me, I am 
never lost, nor is he ever lost to Me 

 
A similar thing that Havi is talking about in this verse and so the Krsna conscious person of course sees Krishna 
everywhere, everything in Krishna. And Mahaprabhu explains to Ramananda Rai in Caitanya Caritamrita that such 
a person who is always absorbed in the consciousness of Krishna (CC Madhya 8.274):  
 

sthāvara-jaogama de he  nā de he tāra m rti 
sarvatra haya nija i  a- 

deva-sph rti 

The mahā-bhāgavata  the advanced devotee  certainly sees 
everything mobile and immobile, but he does not exactly see 
their forms. Rather, everywhere he immediately sees 
manifest the form of the Supreme Lord 

 
 
Which means that such an advanced devotee sthāvara-jaṅgama dekhe, he will see the different movable and 
immovable items or the living entities here. But he doesn't actually see nearly the forms of these things. He 
understands that everything is actually energy of Krishna. sarvatra haya nija i  a-deva-sph rti   
He sees actually Krishna's presence everywhere. So nothing can exist without Krishna and Krishna is The Lord of 
everything. To see everything connected to Krishna, this is his vision. He never sees anything independent of 
Krishna. And such a vision comes about when one has pure devotion, pure love for Krishna within ones heart. 
  
The acaryas speak about Prahlad as an example of this. Prahlad was of course an uttama Bhagavat. So he was 
seeing Krishna’s presence everywhere. And we know the past time of when Hiranyakashipu threatened Prahlad 
with dire consequence and then he arrogantly challenged Prahlad: where is your lord now? Let us see your Lord 
Vishnu come and save you now when I am going to kill you. When he saw that Prahlad was gazing intently at the 
Pillar, He asked him, so is your Lord Vishnu in the pillar? Without hesitation & with full conviction, Prahlad said yes, 
certainly he is there. Because Prahlad was actually seeing Lord Nrdimhadev within the pillar. Hiranyakasipu 
attacked the pillar with his fist. The pillar crashed and from within the pillar the Lord appeared in the form of 
Nrsimhadev and killed Hiranyakasipu. So therefore, we can understand the vision of being able to see everything in 
connection to Krishna is actually a special feature of a pure devotee. 
So a pure devotee of the Lord doesn’t have any desire separate from the Lord. A pure devotee doesn’t want to 
engage in activities that would be displeasing to Krishna. The uttama bhagavata wants to do activities only for the 
pleasure of Krishna and no other reason. 
  
So the entire creation is so to speak an opportunity or a facility for being able to serve Krishna for his pleasure. 
Whereas that is not so with the lower categories of devotees. They also try to serve Krishna but there may be 
some deficiency sometimes. But because of the devotee or the uttama bhagavatas devotion, even those who are 
not in that category become very inspired and elevated in their devotional qualification. In this way, even those 
who are in the lower stages of devotion make gradual advancement. Now when it is said that the Uttama 
Bhagavatas sees Krishna everywhere, what does it mean? Does it mean that he is physically seeing multiple forms 
of Krishna in every cubic cm of the air around him and the space around him and wherever he looks, he just sees 
Krishna Krishna Krishna everywhere? Not necessarily like that.  
 
Srila Viswanatha Cakrawarty Thakurin his wonderful commentaries in SB and BG points out that in this verse, 
'Pasyet' does not mean that the uttama Bhagavat has or rather is actually seeing the form Krishna every second 
(that is not the meaning of this statement). 
 



What it does mean is that this uttama Bhagavat has reached such an advanced or an exalted stage of devotion that 
he is qualified; he is fit to see Krishna face to face. That is, the level of his love and his purity that he is capable of 
actually seeing Krishna face to face but not necessarily that he actually sees Krishna every moment. And he 
explains that if only those who see constantly the form of Krishna to be considered uttama bhagavatas then many 
like Narada, Vyaas, Sukadeva etc cannot be considered uttama Bhagavata as they do not always see the lord 
everywhere. So they may sometimes see the lord. So this is the first way that we can understand this statement: 
about seeing Krishna everywhere.  
 
The second point is that they have the qualification is what is called tad-didrksadhikya which means a very very 
strong overwhelming desire to see the Lord. That is really the qualification. So for example a greedy person, 
wherever he goes, he always looks for opportunities for making money. He will see what business can I do? He will 
go to crematorium for somebody’s funeral and he will start looking at opportunities - OK if I did this, I could do this 
business here so many people come to crematoriums. Maybe I could do this kind of business and I could make 
money. If he goes to some other’s city or town, every time he starts thinking because his consciousness is 
absorbed in making money. Everywhere he goes, he just sees opportunities for that.  
 
In the same way, a pure devotee of Krishna, the uttama Bhagavata, is so absorbed in thinking about Krishna, in 
chanting the glories, in serving him, that he becomes totally overwhelmed by the desire to see Krishna and thus he 
perceives only Krishna and Krishna's energy within the world. So this is the important point. That he has kept 
himself so much absorbed in the Lords service that he is completely Krishna conscious. In the purport to this verse, 
Srila Prabhupada mentions that one time when he was speaking to one professor, he pointed out that some of his 
disciples who were very staunchly following were also on a high platform because they were seeing 'Vasudeva 
sarvam iti' – ie Krishna is everything. In BG7.19, Krishna says:  
 

bah nā  janmanām ante 
j ānavān mā  prapadyate 
vāsudevaḥ sarvam iti 
sa mahātmā su-durlabhaḥ 

After many births and deaths, he who is actually in knowledge surrenders unto 
Me, knowing Me to be the cause of all causes and all that is. Such a great soul is 
very rare 

 
The meaning of this verse is that after many lifetimes after acquiring knowledge, a genuine jnani, person who is 
situated in knowledge understands - Vasudevah Sarvam iti. That Krishna or Vasudeva is everything  
and everything is Krishna’s energies - such a person is called a mahatma or a great soul and is very rare to find. 
 
So Srila Prabhpad points to some of his disciples and said that they are the sudurlabha mahatmas, these rare great 
souls because they have completely surrendered to the lotus feet of Krishna. They are not concerned about their 
own personal material advancement in this world. Therefore, if one is constantly engaged in Krsna conscious 
activities  in day to day life  with an intense desire to please the lord  then that person’s life is only Krishna  And 
again Viswanath Cakrobarty Thakur points out that simply an intellectual or theoretical understanding that Krishna 
is everything is not sufficient. One must actually be absorbed in constantly serving Krishna throughout the day. 
One must actually have faith & practically experience that devotion to Krishna. One must have that love for 
Krishna. And then if one has that love and one is overwhelmed by the desire to serve Krishna and to associate with 
him to the point that he or she is not attracted to anything else in this world but Krishna, then even if that person 
is not actually physically seeing Krishna's form everywhere still that person is considered an Uttama Bhagavat. So 
this is an important understanding in regards to what it means to see Krishna everywhere. 
  
Of course, we should see that by gradual association with such a pure devotee, by serving him and so on, one can 
make advancement from the lower stages of devotional service to the medium stages and eventually to the higher 
stages also.  
 
Having discussed the Uttama Bhagavat, in SB11.2.46, Havi talks about the Madhyama Bhagavat. After talking about 
the first class he talks about the second categories of devotees. Madhyama means, in the middle (medium) and he 
says: 
 



 svare tad-adh ne u 
bāli e u dvi atsu ca 
prema-maitr -  pope  ā 
yaḥ  aroti sa madhyamaḥ 

An intermediate or second-class devotee, called madhyama-adhi ār   offers his 
love to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is a sincere friend to all the 
devotees of the Lord, shows mercy to ignorant people who are innocent and 
disregards those who are envious of the Supreme Personality of Godhead 

 
So generally speaking the Uttama Bhagavat, the topmost devotee of the Lord, would not make a distinction 
between different types of people. He would tend to see everyone as devotees of Krishna and he would only see 
himself as not being a devotee of Krishna out of his own intense humility.  
 
But a Madhayama Bhagavat has to make such a distinction. So what are the distinctions that a Madhayama 
Bhagavat makes according to the different categories around? Havi speaks about 4 categories. First Category is 
isvara - or the supreme Lord. Second category is - tad-adh ne u - tad means Him referring Krishna, adhina means 
one who has fully surrendered. So tad adhna refers to the devotees of Krishna. That’s the second category.  
 
The first category is Krishna second category is devotees of Krishna and third are the bāli e u, that means those 
who are ignorant but innocent. They are ignorant of Krishna consciousness but they are not envious. So that is the 
3td category and the 4th cat is dvi atsu - dvis - those who are envious of Krishna and of Krishna's devotees.  
 
We all experience these 4 categories in our lives so should a Madhayama Bhagavat deals with these 4 categories. 
prema-maitr -k popek ā - with the first category, that is Krishna, the Madhayama Bhagavat should have love and 
devotion. For the second category that is Krishna's devotees, the Madhyama Bhagavat should have maitrayi that is 
friendship. For the 3rd category, balisa - those who are ignorant and innocent, the Madhyama Bhagavat should 
have kripa - mercy, compassion. And towards the dvisa, dvisatsu unto those who are envious the Madhyama 
Bhagavat should exhibit indifference, upek āḥ, which means he should neglect them he should avoid them.  
 
This is how the Madhyama Bhagavat will behave. Now we can understand that a Madhayama Bhagavat should 
love the lord. He should have friendship to the devotees of the lord. He should be kind to the innocent people. But 
why should he avoid the envious people? Should he not try to give mercy to the envious people who are ignorant 
in this world? This question may arise. Of course, as all the acaryas have explained, that because the hearts of such 
people are filled with envy, when they hear some topics about Krishna, or KC, their envy actually increases and 
they will start blaspheming and criticizing Krishna and his devotees in the process of Krsna consciousness even 
more.  
 
Canakya Pandit also says that when one gives some good instruction to a foolish person he simply becomes angry. 
In as much as when a poisonous serpent is fed some milk, it just increases the poison of that serpent. Similarly, 
when such envious people are spoken to about the glories of Krishna and so on their envy towards Krsna increases 
even more and then they start blaspheming and ctiticizing Krishna and the devotees which is not good for that 
person.  
 
Then he will fall down deeper and deeper. By committing such offenses he will receive terrible reactions. Also, it is 
not good for the for the devotional life of a Madhayama Bhagavad to hear all this criticism and blasphemy. So, 
actually by avoiding those who are envious of Krishna and his devotees, the Madhayama Bhagavat is actually 
showing his mercy so that at least this person will not increase his offenses and be envious in his behaviors to the 
lord.  
 
Therefore, when the Madhyama Bhagavata sees the right candidate for receiving Krishna consciousness, he will go 
to any length to help such a person. But when the Madhyama Bhagavat sees that a person is very inimical, very 
hostile, very envious, then he would not approach this person with any message of Krsna consciousness, he will 
just ignore him.  
 
Srila Viswanath Cakraborty Thakur quoting a verse from SB 10.20.36 explaining that sometimes in the autumn 
season the water flows down from the hilltops and this way clean water is supplied to the poeple living below the 
hill. But sometimes the water stops. In the same way there are some saintly persons who may sometimes seek at 



length and distribute clear knowledge and sometimes they may not. They will keep quiet. They will not speak. So it 
depends upon the patra or the qualification of the person who is in front of the saintly person. The saintly person’s 
mercy therefore has to be understood in that way.  
 
The Madhyama Bhagavata's avoidance of such envious people is also called actually proper behavior, it is sadacara. 
But the saintly person is always praying for the upliftment of these envious people so their hearts may be purified 
and they may develop some attachment for Krishna.   
 
Generally in the shastras, we hear that if somebody is very hostile and then a devotee should either cut off his 
tongue and kill him and such kinds of things come up from the scriptures. They are mentioned in certain places. 
But of course, the best thing for a devotee to do is to simply walk away from such an envious person (unless there 
is some opportunity or a need to present the understanding and there are other people also). Otherwise it is a 
waste of time and actually it will be counter-productive.  
 
It is an act of protecting that envious person from committing further offenses against the vaisnavas and Krishna 
Himself. When a person reaches the highest platform, he doesn’t make a distinction. But on the Madhyama 
Bhagavat platform one has to make the distinction because if one doesn’t make the distinction then how will one 
preach?  
 
One preaches because one makes the distinction that someone is a devotee and someone is not a devotee and so 
on. Sometimes as Srila Jiva Goswami says that even the first class or the Uttama Bhagavat devotee may for the 
sake of preaching & the living condition souls, act on the platform of the Madhyama Bhagavat. And because he is 
acting on that platform, he may make these distinctions and he may also avoid envious people.  
 
At the same time, one should not then see the contradiction that if he is a first class devotee, he should not be 
seeing the distinction n the different categories of people. So why is he now doing it? Because he is acting on the 
platform of the Madhyama Bhagavat and he is actually in conformity with the mission of the lord. He understands 
that the Lord's mission is to deliver the conditioned living souls. Therefore, understanding Lord's mission he must 
do that discrimination.  
 
So the Maha-bhagavata therefore, even though his vision is one but nevertheless when he descends to the level of 
Madhyama Bhagavat for the sake of preaching, then he does indeed have to make a distinction. Of course, after 
being careful as to not interfere with the purpose the mission of the lord, in his original position he is in a content 
to see everyone as devotees.  
 
We see examples of pure devotees who don’t distinguish between different categories of people. It is said about 
Uddhava that he wanted to offer obeisances even to envious people like Duryodhana but those who are on the 
lower platform of devotional service should not try to artificially imitate the examples of Uddhava. The Uttama 
Bhagavat even though he distinguishes on external platforms, but in his vision he sees the supreme Lord within 
every bodies hearts. But those who are in the lower platform maybe even Madhyama Bhagavat for example they 
may not be able to see the Lord in the other's heart. So this is the difference.  
 
Even when an Uttama Bhagavat acts from a Madhyama Bhagavat platform for the sake of preaching, his vision still 
remains the same as that of an Uttama Bhagavata although his action may appear to be that of a person on the 
platform of Madhyama. So these are the two descriptions of the Uttama Bhagavat and the Madhyama Bhagavata. 
 
Then in the next verso, Havi speaks about the Kanishtha Bhagavat, that devotee who is just a beginner. So that will 
also involve some discussion which we will discuss in the next lecture.  
 
  



Question & Answer 

Q: Sukadeva Goswami and Narada Muni although they necessarily might not be seeing the Lord everywhere, at 
every single moment, that they have that ability. So do the devotees of the Lord actually see the Lord in every atom 
in every square of space, every moment? 
 
A: That is not usually what is meant by phrase as I was explaining. That they don’t see the form of Krishna 
everywhere but they see the connection to Krishna, they remember Krishna every time not that they certainly 
have to see the physical form of Krishna everywhere. But within their hearts, they are seeing Krishna because they 
see the connection to Krishna. You may remember sometimes I may have given this example of how one time 
Prabhupada was trying to explain this very same point to one devotee who was asking that a devotee who sees 
Krishna everywhere will he see Krishna's form at every step and will these forms merge into one another or how 
does it happen?  
 
Prabhupada gave the example. You see these spectacles on my table. When he looked at the spectacles, what do 
you think? The devotee replied, I think these are Prabhupada spectacles. Prabhupada said that means you are 
remembering me. Even when you don’t see me, simply by seeing my spectacles, you are remembering me. 
Because you understand the connection of these spectacles to me. Because I am the owner of these spectacles so 
by looking at these spectacles you remember the owner and think of me.  
 
Similarly when we remember Krishna, we think of Krishna simply by understanding that everything is Krishna or 
Krishna's energy. When we look at the deity of Krishna and we remember Krishna, understanding this is directly 
Krishna. We may look at a tree and understand that the tree is the energy of Krishna. We may drink water and the 
taste is Krishna. So like this, the Uttama Bhagavat would remember Krishna all the time within his or her heart.  
 
Q: What is the difference between Vaidhi Bhakti and Raganuga Bhakti and if one can go back to Godhead through 
the process of Raganuga Bhakti? 
 
A: Basically both Vaidhi Bhakti and Raganuga Bhakti come under the category of Sadhana Bhakti. Sadhana Bhakti 
means that which is done in the stage of practice. When we have not attained perfection. By performing Sadhana 
Bhakti carefully under the proper guidance, then we attain the stage of perfected Bhakti.  
 
Vaidhi comes from the work - Vaidhi, which means the rules. When our impetus or motivation for rendering 
service to Krishna is the principle of obedience to the words of the Guru and the scriptures, then that Bhakti we 
perform is called Vaidhi Bhakti. Of course, there is a certain degree of faith here because without faith why would 
one obey? So there is obedience that is the principle feature.  
 
Faith is there but it is not very very strong. One obeys it even though one may not have a natural or a spontaneous 
desire for serving Krishna. But one has just about that much faith to be obedient and do it even if one doesn’t feel 
like sometimes doing it.  
 
However in the stage of Raganuga Bhakti, the faith becomes much stronger. It progress into a stage of natural and 
spontaneous attraction to Krishna and then ones primary motive or impetus of serving Krishna is not simply that I 
must obey - My Guru has told me this so I must do it or Bhagavad Gita says this therefore I must do it. No. That 
devotee would do it regardless. Because now there is a spontaneous attraction and attachment to Krishna.  
 
Nobody needs to tell that devotee now that you will have to chant the holy names or you have to serve Krishna 
and so on. Raganuga Bhakti therefore is spontaneous devotion and still one has not attained pure devotion 
because after doing this, then one attains platform of practice. So your question is as to what is the destination? 
We must distinguish between the two paths.  
 
There is a path of Vaidhi, which is called Vidhi marg. Marg means a path. And there is the Raga marg which is the 
path of spontaneous devotion. Vidhi marg is followed by the worshippers of Lakshmi-Narayana, or worshippers of 



Vishnu form of Krishna; they go straight on to achieve Prema and go to the Vaikuntha planets. They don’t have the 
concept of Raganuga Bhakti in their path.  
 
The path of Vrindavana however is called the Raga Marg. The path of spontaneous love. This is the path that we 
follow within ISKCON; within the Gaudiya Sampradaya. This raga marg that we are following has the Vaidhi Bhakti, 
Raganuga Bhakti, Bhava Bhakti and Prema Bhakti.  
 
Our Vaidhi Bhakti is a part of our Raganuga Bhakti in the sense that this Vaidhi Bhakti is softened by or shall we say 
mixed with a little Raganuga Bhakti. There is some element of spontaneity in our following of the rules and 
regulations. There is some emphasis on developing natural love and greed for Krishna in the mood of the residence 
of Vrindavana. And by doing this we gradually want to advance to the next stage of the Raganuga Bhakti and then 
onwards to Raganuga Bhakti and then Prema Bhakti. There is the difference between our Vaidi Bhakti and the 
Vaidi Bhakti followed by those in the Vidhi Marg. 
  
Just think of two parallel marg. One called the Vidhi marg and the other called the Raga Marg. One leads to the 
Vaikuntha planets the other leads to Goloka Vrindavana. So we are on the second path that leads to Goloka 
Vrindavana and in our path there is stages of Vaidhi Bhakti, Raganuga Bhakti, Bhava Bhakti and Prema Bhakti. As 
we perform Vaidhi Bhakti we are mixing that Vaidhi Bhakti with some amount of Raganuga Bhakti. Whereas in the 
first path, that is the path that leads to Vaikuntha, that is only Vaidhi Bhakti. And then that takes them directly to 
Prema Bhakti, in their path. Love of Lord Narayana which is also 100% pure of course. 
 
Q: Maharaj, you told that if somebody is envious to the Lord and Madhyama Vaishnava tries to avoid that person. 
But if somebody is envious to the Lord and he is also misleading the common people. Should we then also avoid 
them or should we do something about it? 
 
A: Of course it would depend. For example, Srila Prabhupada used to preach very forcefully. He would preach in 
open public spaces and for general audiences as well. And at that time, there is no assurance that there would be 
no envious person in the audience - there could be.  
 
In public spaces when we go to speak in University or in another forum, there could be people who are envious but 
because there are many others who may be genuinely seeking Krsna consciousness, then we speak openly. 
Although at such a forum, we would be very careful about what to speak. We will speak about very basic 
philosophy and not speak things which will be of course create a misunderstanding and cause them to blaspheme.  
 
We can speak very widely and talk about different types of opposing ideologies like atheism or Mayavada and so 
on. We can speak openly and clarify that such philosophy is misleading and those who speak this they are 
misleading people - we can certainly talk openly like that. In some cases, we see that Prabhupada actually 
confronted people who had such opposing ideologies and actually debated with them. But we cannot always do 
the same things. In some cases, we may for the sake of protecting other innocent people. But one has to be very 
careful about the way one would do such a thing. One has to be careful of one’s own faith and devotion is not 
disturbed in the process. 
 
Q: In relation to the Madhyama Bhagavat, you mentioned that he shows mercy and ignores the envious while 
protecting the envious person from committing further offenses to Krishna and his devotees. So when one does 
book distribution, obviously we want to reach as many people as we can by giving the book. And normally, you can 
almost see those people who could be quite envious and are not god conscious, would it be wise then to actually 
ignore those people? 
 
A: Well it doesn’t take long to understand somebody's nature. If you are distributing books, you come across 
someone, you will be very quickly be able to see or understand what that person’s mindset is  If you see 
immediately that the person is very envious just by showing the book, just by their reaction and if the person is 
extremely very dismissive and immediately very offensive, then you should just stay away. But if the person shows 
even the slightest inclination, then you could think of pursuing the conversation further. That is a practical tip. 



 
Q: What is the purpose of having these distinctions or trying to distinguish between the various types of 
Bhagavatas? How is it relevant to us as devotees or for aspiring to be devotees? 
 
A: For various reasons. Firstly, just so that we know how to deal with other devotees. Because unless you 
understand (at least approximately) where somebody is situated, you will not know how to deal with that person. 
When you understand the person's situation, then you deal with them in a certain way.  
 
As I quoted Rupa Goswami 's verse in NOI that one would mentally honor somebody chanting Krishna's names and 
so on and so forth. One would offer obeisances to others, one would also serve them and hear from others and so 
on. So one would deal differently or behave differently with different categories of devotees. Even though there is 
an underlying respect for everybody, but the degree of respect and the external behaviors would be somewhat 
different in different cases. This distinction is essential for us to know on how to deal with different types of 
devotees.  
 
Secondly, it also helps us to analyze ourselves so that we know what it means to be an advanced devotee and a 
pure devotee so we understand these characteristics. 
 
Q: Will this path lead to us in a situation where we will become more hypocritical or have different standards for 
different type of people? How does one avoid that negativity coming out of the idea to distinguish between 
different levels of devotees? 
 
A: Well it’s not that one becomes judgmental but nevertheless distinction is essential. In any sphere of life, there 
has to be some discrimination. When we go out on the street and we see a policeman, and the policeman tell you 
something – compare that with if somebody else tells you something, perhaps you may act in a different way. The 
discrimination in this world is necessary. Not that you would in any way be disrespectful. As I said earlier, the 
fundamental respect for everyone should be there. But it’s not that everything is all one. Just like you would deal 
with a child in one way and with an elderly person in another way and a person of the same age in another way. 
You would deal with a friend in another way. So, we do make distinctions in our day to day life and that is a part of 
what is required to live in this world.  
 
Hare Krishna! 
 


